SHALL    WE    JOIN    THE    LADIES?
my opinion. A woman ought to do something, especially
in these difficult years, when we need every able-bodied
worker more than anything else. These idiots, who boast
that they can now afford to keep non-earning wives because
wages for specialist work have gone up, think that a young
girl will just sit and wait for them to come home late in the
evening or even only once in three months. What do they
imagine that their good girls are doing meanwhile? Just
reading a novel, rearranging the furniture and polishing
their finger-nails? Phoo!3
I put the problem to Shevelyov.
cYes3 it is true9, he admitted; 'there is a certain small section
of women who have been observed to develop erroneous
tendencies these last two years since economic conditions
have grown better all round.   We realize that those of this
type do also sooner or later exercise a bad influence on their
husbands, and the men in general.   My own wife has kept
her job in the manometer factory,  although we have a
daughter, a nice apartment and a car, and I earn about
six times as much as she could get.   But it makes our relations
more interesting, because she moves in different circles than
I do, and it also brings a serious outlook on life to our little
girl and stabilizes the foundations of our family life.   Any-
way, you have seen yourself to-day what we are trying to
do.    We attempt to harness just the tendencies towards
comfort and enjoyment of life—which are decidedly negative
if they remain individual—for service towards the com-
munity.   And we have had practical and good psychological
results.    Some women have later resolved to put these
activities on a planned and remunerative collective basis.
They became interior decorators, organizers for kinder-
gartens, fashion designers, window display specialists for
department stores, club and dance leaders; some even found
their way into serious artistic professions.    But since you
seem to be so interested in our women's lives—come along to
my office early to-morrow morning.    There you will see

